
Schedule of Services and Events

Mazal Tovs! (see more Mazal Tovs on page 5)
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Fri. Feb 26 8:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat service with Eli Rubenstein and Cantor Aviva Rajsky

Sun. Feb 28 4:30 pm General Meeting - Habonim Building Update.  All members welcome!   
Note new time!

Sun. Mar 6 10:00 am Jewish Heritage School Purim Party. Dress up! Bake & eat hamantashan!  
Hear the Magillah! Boo Haman with your greggars!  All ages welcome!

Thurs. Mar 17 7:30 pm

Servants of God - Marking the Opening of “The Museum of Poles Saving Jews 
in World War II”, Markowa, Poland. In honor of martyrs Józef & Wiktoria 
Ulma of Markowa, and many other Righteous Among the Nations who risked 
their lives to save Jews in Poland during the Holocaust. Sponsored by the 
Consulate General of the Republic of Poland.

Fri. Apr 1            6:30 pm        Kabbalat Shabbat Potluck Dinner: joint program with Jewish National Fund

Fri. Apr 15 6:30 pm Bat Mitzvah of Jordan Hausman, daughter of Vivian Glenns & David Hausman

Sat. Apr 16 10:00 am Bar Mitzvah of Kai Axelrod, son of Boaz Axelrod

Sat. Apr 16 Havdallah Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Tanenbaum, son of Jennifer & Ken Tanenbaum (offsite)

Sun. Apr 17 10:00 am Jewish Heritage School "Model Passover Seder"

Sat. Apr. 23 7:00 pm Congregational Family Seder - details to be anounced

Sat Apr. 30 10:00 am Eighth Day Pesach and Yizkor service.

Mazel Tov to Erika Erdos on her birthday celebrated on January 21st.   
Your family loves you!  —Dianne, Jerry, Jesse, Yvette, Mark, Jacob and Rachel

Erika Erdos has been a loyal member since the early 1950's. She was Sunday School Chairman, 
Habonim Bulletin editor for 30 plus years and the late board secretary Steven Erdos's sidekick for 
every Sunday Breakfast Club he organized for 25 plus years.  She happily volunteers for Aliyot 
at High Holidays, is an enthusiastic Shabbat service attendee, and a proud and happy member of 
Congregation Habonim. — Habonim also wishes Erika many many more!!

Mazal Tovs (See more Mazal Tovs on pages 12 and 13)

5 Glen Park Avenue · Toronto · Ontario · M6B  4J2
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Habonim Building Update and General Meeting,  
February 28, 4:30pm (Note New Time)

Fundraising Highlights:
 ❖ Four member families have made a $1 million commitment each – for a total of 

$4 million towards the cost of the new building. This tremendous financial support 
represents just under half of the total $9 million that we are hoping to raise to cover all 
of the costs of the project.

 ❖  In addition to those four leadership gifts, we already have another $500,000+ in 
committed gifts from a small group of other Habonim families. Combined with the 
leadership gifts, we are already over 50% of the way towards our goal.

 ❖  In the next couple of months we will be talking to another small group of families about 
the potential of making foundational gifts of $100,000 or more.

 ❖  Congregation Habonim will NOT be doing a traditional building fund. All donations 
will be done on a voluntary basis. When the time comes, we will be asking all members 
to give what they can towards the building. The plan is that all of these gifts can be made 
over a time frame of up to five years – as an example, a $10,000 donation could be done 
as $2,000 a year for five years.

 ❖  With the tremendous early support, we are confident that if we all do our part, we will 
be able to achieve our $9 million goal.

A great deal of work and discussion has been 
happening over the past few months on the new 
building for Congregation Habonim and I wanted  
to share some of this exciting news with you.

The first item is we have a date of Sunday, February 
28th at 4:30pm for a General Meeting to discuss 
the Building and have a vote from the members 
on whether to move forward. We will provide all 
members with more detailed information in advance of 
the meeting that will allow you to make an informed 
decision on the 28th. For those that will not be able to 

attend in person, there will be a proxy voting procedure 
with details announced in February.

As you can imagine, we didn’t want to rush into this 
meeting without having the ability to answer the vast 
majority of your questions. Of course, to answer most 
of those questions, we have to do a lot of work in 
advance of the meeting.

This note is meant to provide you with an overview of 
where we are to date.

 Vol. 63 | No. 1| Jan - April  2016 (5776)

2

Congregation Habonim of Toronto

BULLETIN



Building Highlights:
1.  We are currently working with the City towards getting a building plan approved. If all 

goes well with the City, we could have our building plan approved by this summer.

2.  Featured plans of the new building could include (subject to change):

 ❖ An east facing sanctuary

 ❖  A beautiful courtyard immediately behind the bimah. This courtyard – which 
could hold outdoor events in nice weather – would provide a tremendous, glass 
walled, natural backdrop to all our services.

 ❖  A wonderful facility that could manage full services and receptions. Habonim 
could truly be your home for weddings, b’nai mitzvah and other family events.

 ❖  A sanctuary that would be larger than our current facilities, but not significantly 
larger. We want to maintain a smaller community feel.

 ❖  A full second floor which would likely house a day care during the week, and 
would house our school on Sundays and possibly weekday evenings. This second 
floor will also include an outdoor play area.

 ❖  A basement that will allow more room for simchas, bridge, school space, and 
youth programming.

 ❖  A larger lobby area that will include a number of features related to Habonim 
history, our legacy and our future.

3.  Timing: We believe that a new building could be open some time between High 
Holidays 2018 and High Holidays 2019.

I believe that the year ahead will be a very exciting one for Congregation Habonim and am 
looking forward to our meeting on February 28th.

All the best, 
Ted Rechtshaffen 
President, Congregation Habonim
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If ever a shul had a dog it was Habonim and that dog was 
Mickey, RIP. 

You may remember the first time you saw a beautiful yellow 
lab smiling at you upon your arrival at Habonim.  You might 
recall how his tail would wag incessantly back and forth with 
the gusto of a strong fall wind.  And you might have thought 
to yourself, “What is a dog doing in my shul?” 

Then soon enough you learned that that gorgeous yellow lab 
was the Spiritual Leader’s dog, Eli’s dog. You found as well 
that wherever he (Eli) would go, Mickey would not be far 
behind.  Similarly you likely determined what it was like to 
be licked to near death by this uber-amiable breed and might 
even have been asked to walk Mickey around the perimeter of 
the shul or Eli’s home while your son or daughter learned his/
her Dvar Torah for their bar/bat mitzvah. 

Congregation Habonim was indeed lucky to have its own 
mascot and Eli was so fortunate to have a best friend like 
Mickey.  A cement-like bond was evident to all who saw them, 
whether it was at a Friday night Shabbos service or at a bar 
or bat mitzvah rehearsal. The two personified sweetness when 
they were together.  In some ways, Mickey added to the very 
unique Habonim experience - one that is generally not found 
in other shuls.  After our dear friend Mickey passed away, I 
asked Eli a few questions about Mickey’s time at Habonim 
and the love between Eli and his dog.

I asked Eli: Did you bring Mickey to shul right from the start?

Eli:  Yes I brought him with me right from the start. He 
basically came with me everywhere he was allowed - and even 
some times where he was not allowed.  He especially enjoyed 
coming to see Elizabeth because she gave him treats from the 
kitchen. But she was very strict with him about not allowing 
him in the kitchen, so he used to wait expectantly right at the 
doorway until she fed him.  

I asked Eli if everyone in the congregation took to Mickey 
immediately and he said, “Yes, 100%." I pushed the point a bit 
asking if there wasn’t one congregant who felt otherwise and 
Eli said, “Not that I know of.”

I then asked Eli what sorts of things would Mickey attend? 

Eli:  I would usually bring him to bar/bat mitzvah rehearsals, 
Passover Seders and Taschlich. Mickey would lie down on the 
carpet right in the middle of the bimah during the rehearsals 
and have a nice shluf (rest).  The Passover Seders he enjoyed, 
but sometimes the loud music scared him so he would hide 
under the table.

I wondered whether Mickey was a religious canine. 

Eli (in his own inimitable way):  Taschlich (the program when 
we symbolically throw our sins into a river) was always a treat 
with so many of the shul members bringing along their four-
legged friends. One year, Mickey was the only dog to run 
down the hill to fetch - and devour - the stale bread crusts 
after they were thrown in the water.   As you know, on Yom 
Kippur the following is restricted:  eating, drinking, bathing, 
intimate relations, and wearing leather (although that’s really 
only for shoes).  Mickey violated all of them that day!   In 
addition to jumping in the river, eating the dry bread crusts, 
drinking the water, and bathing, he did chase a few female 
dogs and he was wearing a leather collar. A fine example!

And then I asked Eli to explain the love the two of them had 
for one another. 

Eli:  We were so connected to each other. There was nothing he 
would not do try and make me happy or to be near me. Until 
his health started to fail, he loved adventures - he was always 
full of joy and enthusiasm, relishing each new experience with 
extraordinary gusto.  He greeted every one with excitement 
and treated no one as a stranger. All people were just friends 
he had not met yet… and most dogs too.  He paced the house, 
and hyperventilated every time I began to pack my suitcase to 
travel. When I came back from a long trip, once I sat down on 
the couch he would jump up on the couch, and basically pin 
me down and lick me all over for an extended period, as if to 
say: You’re not leaving me again, and I have to make up for all 
the lost affection I was deprived of while you were gone.  

I should add that Mickey received an extraordinary amount 
of love and affection during his almost 14 years of life on 
earth. Throughout his lifetime, Daphna prepared countless 

Mickey - A Shul Dog  -  By Avrum Rosensweig
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gourmet home cooked meals for Mickey and took him on 
many an adventure in Sherwood Park. Marty was his loyal 
and dedicated dog walker for most of his lifetime.  In his last 
two years, Daphna accompanied Mickey on his numerous 
visits to the veterinarian, weekly aqua therapy appointments 
and laser therapy sessions. His end of life care was exemplary 
- Dr. Macgregor Spinks (Lawrence Veterinary Clinic), Dr. 
Susan Cochrane (neurologist at the Veterinary Emergency 
Clinic), and geriatric & palliative care specialist, Dr. Faith 
Banks (Midtown Mobile Veterinary Services) who so wisely 
and compassionately guided Mickey on his final journey.  

Eli and his dog Mickey. How lucky we at Habonim were to 
witness such authentic and inspirational love between one 
man and his best friend.

Avrum
Avrum Rosensweig is the Founding Director and President  
of Ve’ahavta, Canada’s only Jewish humanitarian and  
relief organization.

Mickey - A Shul Dog (cont)  -  By Avrum Rosensweig

Donations
In memory of Rebbetzin Gitel Rosensweig

 ❖ Paula Schipper & Joel Finkelstein
 ❖ Gina & Vivian Rakoff

In honour of Eli Rubenstein  
& Cantor Aviva Rajsky

 ❖ The Hamiltons & Woodsides
Honouring the High Holidays

 ❖ Gerry Kishner
In honour of the naming  
of Ty Gagne (Zahara Tehila) 

 ❖ Marie & Neil Finkelstein

In memory of Irene Fink  
(Gold leaf on the Tree of Life)

 ❖ Peter & Shelley Fink
New Building Fund

 ❖ Sylvia & Martin Nathanson
New Building Fund honouring  
Gina Rakoff's "Special" Birthday 

 ❖ Blume & Saki Sakinofsky
 ❖ Danny & Ruth Silver
 ❖ Kathy & Maurice Green
 ❖ Pauline Konviser
 ❖ Esther Rose & Aubie Angel
 ❖ Ruth & Doug Wilansky

(If you made a donation and an acknowledgment did not appear in the Bulletin, please accept our apologies and 
notify the office at:  416-782-7125 or  office@congregationhabonim.org and it will appear in the next Bulletin)
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Several members of our Congregation are active in 
sponsoring Syrian refugee families.    Of the three 
sponsorship groups with Habonim members that we know 
about, one is already busy orienting their Syrian family who 
arrived on New Year’s Day.   Here’s an explanation of what 
private sponsorship is, a look at what the three groups are 
doing, and suggestions on how interested Habonim members 
can help.

Many people ask how private sponsorship works.  Working 
with agencies approved by the Canadian government to 
make private sponsorship applications, groups interested in 
privately sponsoring a family must provide financial support 
to a Syrian family for its first year in Canada.  The group 
also assists the family in finding a place to live, jobs, and 
health care providers.  In addition, the group helps navigate 
transportation, banking, schooling, and provides needed 
clothing and household goods.  As soon as the sponsored 
Syrian refugees land in Canada, they have permanent 
residency status and are eligible to work and receive OHIP 
coverage.

All three sponsorship groups are happy to report that they 
surpassed their sponsorship fundraising goals thanks to the 
generosity of an array of donors including many Habonim 
members.

*Midtown Syrian Refugee Sponsorship Group is working 
with the Jewish Immigration Aid Services of Toronto 
( JIAS).    JIAS identifies Syrian refugee families with the 
help of Lifeline Syria and makes the sponsorship application.   
Midtown consists of the following members from Habonim:  
Tom Bellman, Carol Cowan, Mark Goldstein, Shelly Haber, 
Allan Kaplan, Roseanne Mason, Liza Mauer, Elisa Nuyten, 
Gina Shochat Rakoff, Ruth Rakoff, Vivian Rakoff, Paula 
Schipper, Debbie Tarshis, Bill Tishler, Barbara Wylde, and 
Harry Wylde.   

Midtown is now preparing for the arrival a Syrian family of 
four perhaps into spring.   Tom Bellman is excited.  "We’re 

eager to meet our family.   We understand they have a 
daughter who is eight years old and a son who is five."     

Midtown would be grateful for donations of age/gender 
appropriate clothing for the parents and their children.  
The group is also looking for donations of furniture 
and household goods.   Midtown would welcome more 
volunteers who can visit the family and help with tasks like 
orienting them to their neighbourhood, enrolling them in 
programs, schooling, etc.   Please contact Shelly Haber at 
shellyhaber@me.com or at 416-781-2886 if you would like 
to help.

*"A New Beginning Sponsorship Group is a group that 
looks much like Canada,” says Habonim member Debbie 
Shawn, “ including immigrants from Guyana, Ireland, 
Vietnam, second and third  generation Italians, Russians, 
Poles and an age range from 16 to over 65. Our 21-member 
committee is also working with JIAS and will be sponsoring 
several “loner” groups, including a middle-aged woman 
whose son was killed in the war and whose husband is 
missing and presumed dead, and  an 18-year-old woman 
and her fiancé.  JIAS has also asked us to assist with the 
resettlement of this woman’s mother and younger brother."

With two families to make arrangements for, A New 
Beginning will need to set up two households and would 
appreciate any donations of clothing, furniture, household 
goods and all the items needed for these refugees to begin 
their new lives.  The committee members have a variety 
of areas of expertise and are divided into groups to help 
with everything from medical/dental care to budgeting, 
transportation and ESL tutoring. Debbie says that even 
more important will be assistance to help with finding 
employment for each of these people.  "We are waiting for 
additional information about their work histories and specific 
skills, but we do know that the Syrian refugees who have 
already arrived are anxious to become productive members of 
Canadian society."

Many Habonim Members Are Sponsoring Syrian Refugee Families  
By Paula Schipper
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If any Habonim members know of employment 
opportunities for new immigrants or are interested in helping 
in any way, please contact Debbie Shawn at debbieshawn@
rogers.com or at 416-464-2220.  Further information about 
A New Beginning can also be found in an article in the 
Richmond Hill Liberal,http://www.yorkregion.com/news-
story/6168637-local-group-offers-refugees-new-beginning/

*Habonim members Linda and Mark Brager belong to 
Downtown Relief Line, a sponsorship group that happens to 

be a mix of Christians, Jews and Muslims. The Downtown 
Relief Line welcomed a Syrian family of five who arrived 
in Canada on New Year’s Day.   “My husband and I feel it’s 
been an experience of a lifetime to help this family.  It’s much 
harder and more time-consuming than we imagined, but we 
are very happy to do it,” Linda says.   

Thanks to the group’s efforts, the family has moved into 
an apartment and the children have started school in their 
neighbourhood.  

Many Habonim Members Are Sponsoring Syrian Refugee Families (cont) 
By Paula Schipper

The Midtown Syrian Refugee Sponsorship Group gratefully acknowledges  
generous donations from many Habonim members and others, including from:

 ❖ Carol Cooper and Allan Kaplan
 ❖ Cheryl Daniels and Neil Grammer
 ❖ David Dime and Elisa Nuyten
 ❖ Marilyn and David Gotfrid
 ❖ Shelly Haber and Rick Greene
 ❖ Ian Hull and Kirsten Sixt
 ❖ Wendy & Stephen Cole

 ❖ George Kouri

 ❖ Tamara Levine

 ❖ Jeff & Susan Levy

 ❖ Jay Nathwani

 ❖ Susan Siegal

 ❖ Harry and Barbara Wylde

At a special gala event held 
in Toronto, the Azrieli 
Foundation recently marked 
ten years of collecting, 
preserving and publishing 
memoirs of Canadian 
Holocaust survivors. The 
latest authors included 
survivors Nate Leipciger, 
Felicia Carmelly, David 
Newman, Kitty Salsberg, 
Ellen Foster and Michael 
Mason (father of Habonim 
member Rosanne Mason.)

Pictured above (left to right) Barry Sherman, Philanthropist; Professor Irwin Cotler, 
Chairman - Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights; author-survivor Nate Leipciger; 
Dr. Naomi Azrieli, Chair & CEO - Azrieli Foundation; Eli Rubenstein;  
Dan Stern - Toronto Director, Jerusalem Foundation of Canada
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As parents, we are often overwhelmed and moved to tears with 
intense pride over the accomplishments of our children. It 
is a wonderful feeling, and may we all continue to enjoy those 
moments for as long as we are parents. It was with such intensity 
that I was recently able to experience those feelings as the child, 
for my parent, for my father Michael Mason, as he was honoured 
at the recent Azrieli Foundation’s book launch for their Holocaust 
Survivors Memoir Program.

My father was born in 1929 in Beregszasz, at the time a city in 
Czechoslavakia, but at other times, as the borders changed, was 
considered Hungary. As a young boy, his family moved to the 
Hungarian border town of Satoraljaujhely. And later, in 1941 he 
and his family had moved again, this time to Budapest. Germany 
invaded Hungary in March of 1944, and in July my father was 
already in Auschwitz. He spent the next year outwitting death 
repeatedly, while working in the labour camps, drawing on his 
shrewdness and often just plain luck. He was eventually liberated 
on April 30, 1945 in the village of Seeshaupt in Germany. After 
recuperating in an American DP camp, my father returned to 
Budapest to search out the fate of his family. Incredibly, my 
grandfather was home alone - in the same apartment. He shared 
with my father that my father's sister and two of his three brothers 
as well as his mother had all survived. Sadly, my father's older 
brother Laci had perished. My aunt Magda had been hiding with 
a gentile family and my grandmother had gone to Czechoslavakia 
with the two boys and was with her mother there. 

Shortly thereafter the family was reunited in Budapest. By 
December 1948 my father and his brother Fredi were on board 
a ship sailing for Halifax, with the rest of the family following a 
few years later. 

All of their stories of survival are nothing short of heroic and 
although I knew some of the tale, reading my father’s account in 
the newly published book, A Name Unbroken,  filled in so many 
questions and made my own history more complete. 

When we were young, my siblings and I only knew about our 
father’s experience via the shadows of conversations with our 
mother, as he would not speak to us of his horror. He did not 
want to burden our minds and our hearts with such sadness, 
choosing to carry it himself. As we grew into our teens, our 
mother encouraged him to share with us his Holocaust story. 
She believed that it was vitally important that the continuing 
generation know firsthand about the horrific plight of the Jewish 
people endured during the Holocaust.

Once my father started to speak about his time in the camps, 
sometime around 1980, he realized how critical it was to share and 

to educate. He began speaking frequently at schools, synagogues 
and at various other engagements. He will tell you straight out 
that he prefers to speak to non-Jewish organizations and schools 
as that it is where you can find the “non-believers” and he is a 
living testament to the honest history of the brutal truth of the 
Holocaust. He will frequently end his talks telling his listeners 
that “they now are witnesses, as they have heard from someone 
who was there.”

When he answered the request from the 
Azrieli Foundation asking for survivors to 
record their memoirs, I wonder if he knew 
what an arduous and painful task he was 
about to undertake. I know that at times 
in the past my father had to retreat from 
speaking, and then from writing, as the 
memories were too haunting, invading his 
sleep and disrupting his soul again.  But he 
always came back to it, and now we all have 
a beautiful bound copy of his true testament 
to his painful past. It is such an honourable 
and vitally important task that the Azrieli 
Foundation and their survivor authors have 
embarked upon. We are grateful recipients of 
their storytelling and strength. 

And as my father’s youngest daughter, tears welled up in my 
eyes and my heart pounded in my chest with pride, in awe, with 
respect, and mostly full of love, when I saw my father appear on 
stage at the 2015 Book Launch in November organized by the 
Azrieli Foundation.

To my dear father,  you have given your children, your grandchildren  
- all of us -  a wonderful gift,  an everlasting memorial to your 
courage and that of the Jewish people, which will be cherished in 
our family for generations to come.

And to the Azrieli Foundation, thank you for helping so many 
survivors share their stories, thereby enabling them to achieve a 
measure of healing from the ever present wounds left on their 
lives by the Holocaust.

Rosanne Mason, a Habonim member, is the daughter of  
Michael Mason. 

Michael Mason’s Memoir, A Name Unbroken, may be 
purchased from Second Story Press:  
http://secondstorypress.ca/books/347-a-name-unbroken

An excerpt from his Holocaust video testimony may be found here: 
http://memoirs.azrielifoundation.org/survivor/michael-mason

A Name Unbroken: A Daughter Shares Her Pride in Father’s Holocaust Story 
By Roseanne Mason
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SEEKING NEW BOARD MEMBERS! 
By Shelly Haber

This is a great opportunity to get involved in a gratifying organization, meet 
highly talented people from the Congregation and participate in planning for the 
future during a significant period of change. 

The Board of Directors is currently undergoing a governance review to ensure we 
are in line with current standards of practice. The review includes examining the 

Congregation’s by-laws, board roles, board succession, financial and strategic planning, etc. Under the leadership of 
a governance committee (Stephen Halperin, Gabor Herczeg, Clifford Lax, Ted Rechtshaffen and myself ) , we are 
planning for a newly invigorated board mandate. 

Subject to approval by the Congregation at an upcoming meeting, the Board and several members of the 
Congregation are planning for a new building. With the new build, board review and the need to plan for the future, 
the next three to five years will be an exciting time for Habonim.

As part of this renewal, there are Board vacancies coming up for the 
spring/summer of 2016. We are looking for people with the following skills:

 9 Previous not-for-profit board experience
 9 Corporate legal background
 9 Accountant

 9 Communications skills
 9 Real Estate development skills
 9 Strategic Planning skills

If you are interested and have one or more of the above qualifications, please call me, 
Shelly Haber, at 416 781 2886 to discuss these opportunities. 

We look forward to hearing from you!

RIMBALA COMES TO HABONIM!
Do you worry about falling?
Have you noticed that your movements are becoming clumsier as you age?
Are you concerned that memory loss may spoil your golden years? 
If yes, then Rimbala might be for you!
Rimbala combines live, improvised music with simple and fun movement activities to help seniors improve balance, 
mobility and memory. Falls send many seniors to hospital and can put an end to independent and active living.  
Similar programs in Europe have been scientifically proven to reduce the risk of falls by fifty percent!
Rimbala was developed by Dr. Daniel Rubinoff, PhD, a member of Habonim and a professional performer, 
composer and faculty member at York University.
Daniel will be hosting a free fun show-and-tell information  
night here at Habonim on Monday, February 22 at 7:00 p.m.  
If you have questions about Rimbala, please  
contact Daniel directly at 416 709 8381,  
or by email: rubinoffdaniel@gmail.com
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Congregation Habonim wishes a safe and meaningful trip to our  
members participating in this year’s March of the Living:

Students
Eden Kliger 
Jordan Pike
Anna Rosen  

Gabrielle Sheiner
Lauren Fleshner 

Chaperone
Kenny Albert

Photos from previous March of the Living

Report of the Cemetery Ad Hoc Committee 
By Shelly Haber and Penny Balberman 

The Board received a report in April from the Cemetery Ad Hoc Committee (Penny Balberman and Rick Greene).   
The following is a summary of the findings in the report.

There are two categories of members:
1) Pre May 2000, and 
2) Post May 2000.
OUR OBLIGATION:
Congregation Habonim is obligated under the By-Laws (Article 14) to provide a burial plot, free of charge, for the pre 
May 7, 2000 members who remain fully paid to the time of their death. No such obligation exists for the post May 7, 2000 
members.
The post MAY 7, 2000 members may only purchase plots in the “Habonim Section” through the Congregation Habonim 
office.
LOCATION:
Pardes Shalom at 10953 Bathurst Street in Vaughan has no additional burial plots for sale.  
Pardes Chaim at 11808 Bathurst Street in Maple is the new Jewish cemetery for purchasing burial plots.
PURCHASE OF A PLOT:
Pardes Chaim requires the synagogue to purchase 10 plots at a time. As of September 2015, the cost of a cemetery plot at 
Pardes Chaim will be $3,000 plus HST (increasing from $2,850). Historically, plots have increased in price approximately 
$200 to $350 every two to three years, representing an annual rate of increase averaging 6 to 7%. Based on the historical 
rate of increase, a plot in 20 years from now will cost approximately $6,823, and in 30 years $15,421.
There is an economic incentive for Habonim members who are contemplating the purchase of plots to pre-purchase plots 
as a group. In order to do so we need to have at least 10 people to purchase plots as a group.
BOARD DETERMINATION:  
Congregation Habonim will purchase an average of 8 plots each year to meet its obligation to the pre may 2000 
members (this represents approximately 3-5% of annual revenue).
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Important Message About 2016 Membership Fees 

Good news!  Membership fees for 2016 are remaining the same as last year. They are:

$ 1,050.00 -   Family Membership - consists of a maximum of two adult partners and any children in the 
household under 26 years of age

$    525.00 -  Single Membership - consists of one adult in household (30 years of age or over)

$    250.00 -  Young Adult Membership - consists of each member of a household 26 to 29 years of age

Habonim is updating its administration and accounting system. In the next few weeks we will be 
integrating all our membership records, yahrzeit information, b'nai mitzvah bookings, Heritage school 
and student files, and bookkeeping etc. into the most cutting-edge synagogue management system 
available.  The new system is called "ShulCloud" and was developed by two brothers for use by their 
own medium-sized shuls in New Jersey.  When others saw the simplicity and power of the system, the 
brothers were asked to share and now their system is being used in over 300 synagogues in the U.S. and 
Canada. After much research (thanks to Robin Zionce-Garber), the Board has chosen ShulCloud as 
the best and most economical system to meet our needs.

ShulCloud allows us to give Members online password-protected access to their own personal profile  
at any time.

When annual invoices are issued for the 2016 membership fees, you will be able to log on to your 
profile page to make payments by VISA or MasterCard. You will also be able to make additions and 
changes (for example, phone numbers, birth dates and Yahrzeit details). As always payment by cheque is 
an option.

You will receive more information once we are ready to activate the new system.

If you do not have access to a computer or the internet, you can always call Jeff Levy, Operations 
Manager, at the synagogue office or on his cell 416-802-1105 and he will answer any questions, help 
update your file and process your membership payment.

Ted Rechtshaffen
President 
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 ❖ Lucy and Geoffrey Rubin on the Bar Mitzvah of Zachary 
 ❖ Marjorie Kramer & Alan Goffenberg on the Bat Mitzvah of Kay 
 ❖ Lauren Davidson & Hugh Davidson on the B’nai Mitzvah of Evan & Alexa 
 ❖ Lisa & Jonah Sigel on the Bar Mitzvah of Jordan 
 ❖ Dasi Moscovitch & Jeffrey Schwartz on the Bar Mitzvah of Zachary 
 ❖ Jill Cohen-Morris & Danny Morris on the Bar Mitzvah of Zach Morris 
 ❖ Julie Soloway & Brian Bickley on the Bat Mitzvah of Madeline 
 ❖ Suzanne Hamilton & Terence Woodside on the Bat Mitzvah of Katie (see photos)
 ❖ Anisa Khan & Garry Kollins on the Bat Mitzvah of Maliha 
 ❖ James & Sara Sugarman on the Bat Mitzvah of Elyse 
 ❖ Risa & Josh Gluskin on the Bar Mitzvah of Ryan (see photos)

Mazal Tovs on Recent Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Bar Mitzvah of Ryan Gluskin

Bat Mitzvah of Katie Woodside
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The Jewish Heritage School at Habonim
Classes will be held on the following dates in February, March & April 2016:*   
Sundays  9:30 to 12:00 Noon - February 21, 28;  March 6 (Purim Party starts 10:00 am);  
April 3, 10, 17 (Model Passover Seder starts at 10:00 am)
Thursdays 4:30 to 6:00 pm - February 11, 18, 25;  March 3, 10, 17, 24; April 7, 14, 21, 28
Note to parents of students who attend the Thursday night classes: you are invited to all special school celebrations held on Sundays  
(see below)!
Sunday, March 6 Purim Party starts at 10:00 am
Sunday April 17 Model Passover Seder starts at 10:00 am
*There are no classes on dates not listed.  Class dates for the balance of the year will appear in future Bulletins.  

For complete online school CALENDARS anytime go to www.congregtionhabonim.org  
School Calendar (Sundays) 
School Calendar (Thursdays)

 ❖ Naming of Ty Gagne (Zahara Tehila), daughter of Emily Finkelstein and Rocky Gagne, 
granddaughter of Habonim members Marie and Neil Finkelstein (See photos.)

 ❖ Naming of Lila Chana Grace, daughter of Habonim members Chelsea & Alex Sherrington. 
Pictured in photo holding baby are proud grandparents Amanda and John Sherrington.

Mazal Tovs on Recent Baby Namings

Naming of Lila Chana Grace

Naming of Ty Gagne
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Servants of God - Marking the Opening of “The Museum of Poles Saving 
Jews in World War II”, Markowa, Poland.

Thursday March 17, 7:30 pm
Jozef Ulma and  Wiktoria Ulma lived in Markowa, Poland near Lancut in the district 
of Rzeszow. In 1942, they chose to hide eight Jews on their farm even though they 
knew this deed was punishable by death.  By early 1944, the couple had six young 
children and was expecting a seventh. In March 1944, the German police discovered 
the Jews hiding on the Ulma farm and executed them. They then murdered the entire 
Ulma family - Jozef, his wife Wiktoria, who was seven months pregnant, and their six 
small children.
60 years after their murder, a stone memorial – with nine different sized urns to 
represent each of the martyred victims - was dedicated in the village of Markowa in 
memory of the Ulma family. The inscription reads:
Saving the lives of others they laid down their own lives. Hiding eight elder brothers in faith, they were killed with them. May their 
sacrifice be a call for respect and love to every human being! They were the sons and daughters of this land; they will remain in our hearts.

In 1995 The Ulma family was also awarded the title of Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem in Jerusalem.
On March 17th, 2016 The Museum of Poles Saving Jews in World War II will open in Markowa with the attendance of Poland’s 
president, Mr. Andrzej Duda. The museum’s mission is to commemorate those who risked and lost their lives while trying to 
observe universal human values under the terrible Nazi persecution in Poland. 
The same day, Habonim will be holding an event marking this important museum opening. Attending the Habonim event 
will be Righteous Among the Nations, Franciszek Paslawski age 93, who saved five Jews during the Holocaust.  As well, local 
Holocaust survivors who were saved by the Righteous will be in attendance.
Sponsored by the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland. Event co-sponsors include: The Canadian Society for Yad Vashem,  
Polish-Jewish Heritage Foundation of Canada, Canadian Friends of Polin: The Museum of the History of Polish Jews, March of the 
Living & The Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, and other organizations still being confirmed.

Upcoming Events at Habonim

Past Habonim Events - 2015 Holocaust Education Week

Habonim and the Jewish Heritage School 
sponsored a special presentation by award winning 
children's author Kathy Kacer

Kathy Kacer - The Magician of AuschwitzWitness: Passing The Torch Of Holocaust Memory To New Generations

WITNESS  
PASSING THE TORCH OF 
HOLOCAUST MEMORY  

TO NEW GENERATIONS

Based On An Acclaimed Exhibit Of Photographs  
Launched At The United Nations

Compiled by Eli Rubenstein with March of the Living

View highlights from book launch here: goo.gl/vvKgIC
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Simchat Torah Celebration 2015

First Congregational TOT Kabbalat Shabbat/Chanukah Celebration a Huge Success!
Over fifty people, young and old, attended Habonim's first TOT 
Shabbat/Chanuka service December 11, 2015.  This special event, 
initiated by our members Ilana Halperin (& her husband, Noah Ivers) 
was planned for families with younger children who find it difficult 
to stay for the congregational services and/or potluck dinners which 
start later.  The kid-friendly Shabbat/Chanukah service started early 
(5:30 pm) and went only about 45 minutes. Everyone (kids, parents, 
grandparents) enjoyed themselves, especially when Elizabeth served her 
famous latkes after the service.  As a result of this great success, there 
will be more of these events in the future!

Kabbalat Shabbat and Chanukah Pot Luck / Jam Session Celebration
Following the TOT service described above, some young families did stay and several others came especially for  
for the Kabbalat Shabbat and Chanuka Potluck/Jam Session which started at 6:30 pm.  Food was great! Eli's sto-
ries were great!.  Music led by Cantor Aviva was great!  And of course, Elizabeth's second batch of latkes served 
that night were great!.  
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Yahrzeits 
The complete yahrzeit list for all loved ones from Congregation Habonim who  
passed away since the Congregation was founded may now be found online at:  
www.congregationhabonim.org 
Please click on the CALENDAR tab. 
If you do not have access to the internet, please call the Habonim office 416-782-7125 for assistance.

President
Ted Rechtshaffen, 416-322-0749

Habonim Office 
Jeff Levy - Operations Manager

Office: 416-782-7125  
Jeffs Cell: 416-802-1105 

Email: office@congregationhabonim.org
Religious Leader

Eli Rubenstein, 416-398-2615
Email: elir@bell.net

Cantors
Cantor: Aviva Rajsky  

Contact: avivar@rogers.com
Associate Cantor: Kim Doron

Contact: kimdoron@rogers.com
Jewish Heritage School Principal

Yodfat Snir Mandil  
Contact: yodfat_snir@hotmail.com

Information and contributions to THE BULLETIN.
Contact: Paula Schipper,  pfschipper@gmail.com

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
www.congregationhabonim.org

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
http://www.schoolrack.com/jewishheritageschool/

To SEND TRIBUTE & CONDOLENCE CARDS  
and to MAKE A  DONATION:

Call Rhoda Sion at (416) 782-9663 or write to:
716-660 Eglinton Ave. W., Toronto M5N 1C3

Are you MOVING, CHANGING your ADDRESS,  
PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL? 

Call the Habonim office: 
Tel: 416-782-7125 or  

Email: office@congregationhabonim.org

James Ruderman
Sam Iscoe

Mike Wolfish
Sydney Barwin

Lynn Albert
Jeffrey Lyons

Alice Lieberman
Edith Klein

Cantor Esther Ghan Firestone
Cyril Hersh

Erwin Greben
Ari Firestone

Rebbetzin Gitel Rosensweig
Andrea Gabor

Elsa Allen
Faye Wayne

Shirley Zuckerbrot

In Memoriam:
Mourning those who passed away in the last year:  
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